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new Act which came into operation on the 1st of this
month will afford means of testing the properties of this
and similar mixtures. Precautions are occuring on every
side, and the advice of a well-known advertisement when
asking for a certain article-" Be sure you get it ! "-cannot
be too strongly impressed upon householders.
Birmingham, Jan. 4th.

LIVERPOOL.

(from our own Correspondent.)

1 Y

HEALTH OF LIVERPOOL, I 
THE number of cases of scarlatina have diminished, and e

what threatened to be a very serious epidemic has so far N
been averted. The short distance from, and frequent com- 

f

munication with, Sheffield, renders great watchfulness on t
the part of the sanitary officers necessary, but it is hoped that T

by timely isolation of any cases which may present them- a

selves any serious spread of small-pox may be prevented. It c
has been calculated that there are at the present time about .
40,000 unvaccinated persons in Liverpool; and while this 1
.is a large number in itself, it is a very small proportion of
the total population. On the whole the vaccination, both i

public and private, is very efficiently performed. (

DEATH FROM ATTENDING A FUNERAL. I

The death of Mr. William D. Holt, a leading citizen of
Liverpool, has again called attention to the risks incurred
by attending funerals. The deceased, who was a little over 1
sixty years of age, attended the funeral of a friend who c
was a member of the Presbyterian church, and whose (obsequies were somewhat prolonged. Mr. Holt, who stood t

on the damp clay and bareheaded for a considerable time,
took a chill which was fatal to him, as he was taaen ill ’
soon after and died within a fortnight. His relatives, with
a consideration which reflected the greatest credit upon &icirc;them, made a request that the service at the grave should
be as short as possible, and that all who attended should be
requested to keep their hats on. 

’

HOSPITAL SUNDAY.

Next Sunday will be the eighteenth anniversary of Hos-
pital Sunday in Liverpool, the date being coincidentally
that of the first Hospital Sunday in 1871. The preparations for
it are of a very complete character, due notice being given in
all the churches and chapels where collections are to be made,
and papers giving full particulars of all the medical charities
selected for participation in the funds being liberally dis-
tributed among the congregations. The local papers have
always heartily supported the movement, and leading
articles generally appear a day or two before urging the
liberal support of the public. As there has been a decided
improvement of late in trade and commerce, it is believed
that this will be shown in the increased amount collected.

NARROW ESCAPE FROM ALCOHOLIC POISONING.

Late on the evening of the 2nd inst. a man was found in-
sensible in the streets by a policeman, who removed him on an
ambulance to the bridewell. Here the bridewell keeper, seeing
the serious nature of the case, sent him on to the Royal
Southern Hospital, where he was found by the resident
surgeon on duty to be suffering from alcoholic poisoning.
The stomach pump was used and a quantity of liquid
smelling strongly of rum was removed, the man being sub-
sequently conveyed to one of the wards, where he now
remains. Had the case not been promptly dealt with the
result must have been fatal.

Liverpool, Jan. 3rd.

NORTHERN COUNTIES NOTES.
(From our own Correspondent.)

AMBULANCE WORK IN THE NORTHERN COUNTIES.

I HAVE been prevented by the press of many other
matters from referring fully to the great impetus ambulance
work has received about here of late. Much of this has
been due to the very energetic work of Surgeon-Major
Hutton, late of the Rifle Brigade, who was detailed for the
duty of instruction by the St. John Ambulance Associa-

tion. He has held a very successful series of meetings at
our various Durham coal mines. Mr. Hutton’s tour has
lasted forty-two days, during which he has addressed
twenty-five public meetings, and formed a large number of
classes to receive instruction as how to render "first aid" in
case of accident, and to use properly the stretchers and other
apparatus which the Mines Regulation Act of last session
requires to be kept in readiness. Mr. Hutton is a ready
speaker and teacher, and his experience of mining
accidents before he entered the army has proved of
the greatest value in connexion with the work. The sub-
ject is about to receive greater significance in Newcastle,
where the Mayor is about to hold a public meeting to
promote ambulance work and instruction. I believe, how-
ever, that Newcastle as a centre of ambulance work is pretty
well to the fore, owing to the long-continued labours of the
following surgeons, who did much rough and preparatory
work before it became so popular as it is now. When
the history of the ambulance movement in and about
Newcastle comes to be written the following names,
as well as others, should not be forgotten. Dr. R. F. Cook
of Gateshead, Dr. Mears of Tynemouth, and Drs. Clark,
Newton, May, and Wear of Newcastle. Mr. Jeaffreson also,

, 
in his own specialty, has been giving some interesting, 

demonstrations upon "first aid" to those suffering from
injuries to the foremen and leading workmen at some
of our large chemical works upon the Tyne. Chemical
workers run special risks to sight from the nature of the
material used, such as caustic soda, lime, sulphuric acid, &c.

NEW HOSPITAL AT BLYTH.

, There was a lively time last week at the ancient
, 
Northumbrian port of Blyth when the new hospital (to be
called after Thomas Knight, a shipowner, who resided

I 

there for many years) was opened by Lady Ridley amid
. 

much rejoicing. I believe the hospital was endowed by
’ Mr. Knight’s widow, but the building had to be provided by
. 

the public, the site having been generously given byl 
Sir M. W. Ridley. The hospital is most complete as a

l building, and was described by me in some former letter to
, you. Dr. Ward of Blyth has done much of the arduous
. 

work necessary to raise the funds for it.
Newcastle-on-Tyne, Jan. 4th. ,

EDINBURGH.

(From our own Correspondent.)

THE UNIVERSITY.

A REVIEW of the position of the University at the end of
this year is fraught with considerable reason for congratu-
lation and encouragement for all those most interested in
its progress and welfare. The annual statistics have just
come to hand, and show that in the past year 3159 students
have entered the University. Of these about 1800 are students
of medicine, the remainder being distributed in the Faculties
of Arts, Law, and Divinity. These numbers show an increase
of nearly 1000 undergraduates in the last ten years; and
further analysis shows this increase to be chiefly due to the
great development that has taken place in the medical school.
This prosperity as regards the numbers attracted to the
University, though highly encouraging to all the teachers
engaged in carrying on medical education here, is by no
means an unmixed advantage. The crowded state of the
school renders the student’s life an arduous one; as he strives
to attain a distinguished place among his fellows he en-
counters a competition so keen as to make one question
whether his hard-won honours have not been too dearly
bought in many cases. For the same reason the burden
laid upon the teachers is a very heavy one. It is only
by the strict and systematic observance of arrange-
ments intended to utilise their time to the utmost,
and to prevent the overlapping of important classes, that
they can overtake the great amount of work that opens up
before them in coming in contact with such large bodies of
students; and it is satisfactory to note that much has been
done to obviate the difficulties that present themselves in
this respect by informal conferences between teachers and
students, and the subdivision of the latter into groups of
such size and with such hours of meeting as render their
thorough practical instruction a possibility. It is, of course,
in the clinical branches only that these difficulties exist. In
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the systematic classes, spacious lecture-rooms, complete
arrangements for class demonstrations, and for the illustra.
tion of various details objectively, render the more numbei
of students attending of little moment, since all can hea]
and see perfectly. But on approaching clinical work tht
conditions are very different and much more organisatioi
is necessary. In this matter the students are now at

thoroughly alive to their interests as the teachers art
anxious to assist in conserving them; and it is satisfactor3
to note that a local commission, consisting of delegates from
the teaching bodies and from the students, is about to meet
with a view to further improvements in the system oj
clinical teaching. This cordial co-operation on all hands to]
a common end is one of the most encouraging symptoms oj
the present state of the school, and is felt here to give a sure
promise of still further progress.

THE ROYAL INFIRMARY.

At the annual meeting of subscribers held a few days
ago, it was announced that 8823 in-patients had been treated
in the last twelve months, of whom 4037 left cured, 2911
relieved, 658 dismissed on other grounds, and 567 died. The
out-patients treated during the year exceeded 25,000. An
increase is reported in the income of the institution, which
is entirely derived from voluntary contributions.

THE EDINBURGH ROYAL ASYLUM.

The managers have resolved to make an important ad-
dition to their accommodation for patients of the wealthier
class, by erecting a new asylum on the Craig House Estate,
at a cost of .660,000. This estate occupies the summit and
sloping sides of a richly wooded hill, overhanging the
large establishment already existing at Morningside, and no
more healthy and pleasant side could have been selected for
the new buildings. The plans are to be prepared by Mr.
Sydney Mitchell, who, in conjunction with Dr. Clouston,
the medical superintendent, will doubtless produce some-
thing bright and pleasing, in consonance with the well-
known views of the latter gentleman, on the effects of
colour and brightness in the treatment of insanity.

THE LATE PROFESSOR DICKSON.

The unexpected news of Dr. Dickson’s sudden death last
week has caused a widespread feeling of regret in Edin-
burgh. -Up to the very last he was full of brightness and
good spirits, and at the time of his sudden seizure with
syncope, which proved fatal, he was engaged in out-door
exercise on his estate in Peeblesshire. His loss will be
deeply felt in the social no less than in the scientific circle,
in both of which he was a much-prized coadjutor. He has
occupied the chair of Botany in the University since the
retirement of the late Professor Balfour in 1879.
Edinburgh, Jan. 3rd. ___ _____

ABERDEEN.

(From our own Correspondent.)

THE ROYAL INFIRMARY.

A GENERAL MEETING of the managers of the Aberdeen

Royal Infirmary was held on Thursday, Dec. 29th, when the
new regulations for the management of the institution and
the Lunatic Asylum were under consideration. In future
the infirmary is to be managed by a board of nine directors,
elected by the managers. At the end of every alternate
year three directors must retire. This ensures rotation and
permits of each director holding office for six years. At the
same meeting the Plans Committee submitted a report as to
what had been done in connexion with the proposed exten-
sion of the infirmary buildings. In their report they say
that " they regret much the delay which has occurred in the
preparation of the working plans, but the committee have
been assured both by the London and local architects that
everything possible has been done to expedite them. Some
further time must elapse before the spcifications and
scheduling are completed, but the Plans Committee hope
that the directors may soon be in a position to take in
estimates.’’ General regret was expressed at the delay,
especially seeing that the public had responded so liberally
to the appeal for funds.

HOSPITAL SUNDAY.

On Sunday, the first day of the year, the usual annual
collections were made on behalf of the Aberdeen Royal

Infirmary. In a circular sent to the clergymen asking them
to bring before their congregations the strong claim the
infirmary has on the public for support, the treasurer gives
an abstract of the number of patients received into and
dismissed from the infirmary between Jan. 1st and Dec. 22nd,
1887. On Jan. lst there were 173 patients in the hospital: a
up to Dec. 22nd 1800 had been admitted-making a total of
1973. Of that number there were cured, 855; improved,
597; unfit, dismissed at desire, &c., 233; and there were
111 deaths. On Dec. 22nd there remained in the hospital
177 patients. Besides those in-patients over 1000 persons
had the benefit of advice and medicine as out-patients.
While these figures bear testimony to the great benefit the
institution is to the community, it is also pointed out that
unfortunately the means placed at the disposal of the
managers have for several years been inadequate to meet the
necessary annual expenditure. An earnest hope was there-
fore expressed that the church collections for the current
maintenance of the hospital would on the present occasion
be on a liberal scale. The answer to this appeal is the
collection of a sum amounting to .E705 4s. 01-d., as compared
with X717 9s 22d, at the same date last year, and
.E660 13.!. 6. in 1886.

THE VACANT MEDICAL OFFICERSHIP OF HEALTH.

It is announced that Dr. James Neil is a candidate for the
appointment of medical officer of health for Aberdeen. Dr.
Neil is a graduate of this University, and, although since
graduating he has chiefly devoted himself to the study of
insanity, he has also studied sanitary science in the hygienic
laboratory at University College, London.
Aberdeen, Jan. 3rd.

DUBLIN.

(From our own Correspondent.)

THE EPIDEMIC OF MEASLES NEAR SKIBBEBREEN.

IT is satisfactory to learn that Baltimore and the sur-
rounding district are now quite free from the recent out-
break of measles. In Hare Island also, with few exceptions,
all the patients attacked are now recovered ; but the disease
still exists in parts of Aughadown, especially in Kilkilleen,
Lisbeen, &c. In Cape Clear another death in an adult has
taken place. The case was that of a woman who had a tempe-
rature of 106&deg; for the first twenty-four hours, when a pro-
fuse rash of raised copper-coloured patches, covered with
little postules, appeared all over the body. On the fifth day
she died, the temperature never falling below 104&deg;. There
are at present six dangerously ill of 100 persons attacked.
Dr. Jennings, who resides on the island and has served in
the Navy, states that the epidemic is as severe a form of
sickness and as pestilential as any tropical disease he ever
saw.

THE CORK POISONING CASE.

The statement that Cross had confessed his crime is,
to say the least, premature, for he and his friends are pre-
paring a petition to the authorities for a mitigation of his
death sentence. At the recent trial circumstantial and
other evidence was complete, and there are very few indeed
who can deny that the verdict of the jury has been thoroughly
deserved. A more cold-blooded murder it has never been
my lot to chronicle, and the sympathy shown by a very few
people who believe Cross innocent is surely wasted on such
a man.

SMALL-POX IN DUBLIN.

There are only four small-pox patients in Cork-street
Fever Hospital, who are all convalescent. In the Hardwicke
Fever Hospital there is not a single case, and none has oc-
curred in the city for the past thirty-three days. The citizens
may be congratulated on the result, as the disease may
virtually be said to have been stamped out, and only one
death, that of an unvaccinated infant, has occurred from
the recent outbreak. At Dr. Mapother’s suggestion, the
Local Government Board have directed the medical officers
of the various dispensary districts to extend the system of
vaccination as much as possible in all cases, not only at the
dispensaries but at the houses of the patients.

THE DEATH-RATE OF DUBLIN.

The Public Health Committee of the Corporation has
decided to ask the district medical officer of health to meet


